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T H E  K O - P E A N  W A R  

Comment on miis Shift; %,phesis -.-..--.-.-.-.- 

communist br02clCQ6t prupagmda on the Kasean war since LO Jcly has under- 
gone a se r i e s  of changes, and nov; appecrs t o  be marking time a f t e r  having 
been ad;usted t o  the , f l u i d  s i tua t ion  a t  Pcnmunjom. 
negotia'cions emanates from Peking an.d ?s keyed to  .the dai ly  dwelopments i:i 
the ta lks .  The most promirent cfictrasteriatic of current comment I s  %hat it 
deals f o r  the most park with the g u t s t r , n t a  issues invoived i n  ti:e K%" 
problem. 
repakriation, detailed ravieas of proposals, and argiunenta+,icn concarring 
rec lass i f ica t ion  procodu?es. The p q a g a n d a  is bellicose, b u t  not highly 
emotional, and charges of American ins incer t ty  and. desire t o  delay o r  even 
vireck the ta lks  are  prominent. Hovevcr, while th9 increasod be l l i cos i ty  may 
ve l1  r e f l ec t  a diminishing measwe of Cormuiist confiCence i n  the imiinent 
conclusion 01' an armistice, tne extensive discussion of substantive 'topics 
and the closer integratior, of the propaganda nith the act.ual course of truce 
t a lk  developtrents suggest that the Communists a re  serious i n  t h e i r  
delibaratioxs on a truce, a re  concerned over the progress of negotiations on 
the POW issue, and ant ic ipate  fur ther  d,evelopnents i n  the bargaining on *.is 
point. 

Most conuneiit Qn the t ruce 

Dhcss im is fraaed i n  %erms of the numbers of ?Ot!s subject t o  

Course cjf ProuaPanEa Develorments: k mador t:-ro-:old development was note3 i n  
the las t  issue of t h i s  SL??fjijin) i n  June, Ccmiunist propagtnda began t o  
s h i f t  intqysigence on the ?OW question from *-e re le t ive ly  precise pr icc ip le  
of ttrepatriaition of a l l  FOY,'stl t o  the more ambi UOLS contention t h a t  "POWs must 
be allowed t o  re turn home and l i v e  in  2eace"; f 2 ;  an 3 July, there was a 
decidec! turn toward amenability, laiith Commurist radios emphasizing that U. N. 
delegates expressed Q willingness t o  na,:o-liatc, and that there was i n  fac t  no 
disagreement i n  principle on %he solution of the PO!'/ problem, only the need t o  
adjust  the prisoner lists. 

In the week following 10 July, two additional developments took place i n  
Communist propaganda on t3e negotiations: (1) the amenable i-eferecces to the 
U.N. delegates desires  for  TfreasonableTt settlement an6 t o  t h e i r  changed 
attitude on negotiqting dropped from comment; (2) the cccaslon of the 
executive sessions vas built-up as  a c l b a c t i c  juncture i n  the truce negotia- 
t ions.  
succcss o r  f a i lu re  of the Korean armistice negotiations. ' I )  

Since 17 July there has been an increasingly bell icose tone t o  the comment, 
w i th  developments i n  Korea which were ex t r ins ic  t o  the negotiations (Pyongyang 
bombing, alleged s t ra f ing  of POW camp i n  North Korea, e tc . )  being interpreted 
by the Communists as tending t o  discredit, expressions by U.N. spokesmen of a 
desire  t o  negotiate. 
current propaganda phase which dwells on the fac ts  and figures of proposals 
advanced a t  the Secret sessions. 

(Pcking s ta ted  f l a t l y  that the execu+,ive scssions w i l l  TTGecide the 

The culmination or' the secret  sessioas has ushered i n  the 
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Post -Trilcc Issues Avoidcd: References t o  post -truce problms  and/or t l i c :  
post -truce p o 1 i W - s  prcvipusly observed i n  Soviet broadcasts on the  
m e t i n g  of the  World Peace Council i:i Bcr1i.n c ro  now absent i n  Cormtinisti 
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propagnnda. Even the Pclring rrldin mkes no rofcrcnce t o  the  nature r.lf t..c 
work ilcing donc by thl:! s t a P P  of'f'icera at; Pra:l;in jm. Chinese aud1c;:nccs c re  
rxrc1y inf'orned that the  currant xcetings m a  conccrnccl v i th  the  rewcxiling 
c.i" thc  d r a f t  ar1.iisti.w aC;rci:i:mit. The cxprcmcd cmcern of' the  Ciiin(:Ge 
d.clcgatc with tlic paragrnpiis r;.:J.at;j.nf5 t o  the  post -crmistice poii1;iccJ. talkn 
i s  a6 22.1; ignorcd -in Coi:r.i~~nLst prqmpncla. 
i:or.u:iunist unccrtainty (2s t o  thi. future pc.tlth of the nr.!gotiatioms . 
w l i i i t :  C oi:u;iuxist iicgot i n t  ors  0.t Pollr.!unjol,l conccrn thcr?sclves with a :mLt er 
subsquent  i n  time t o  the  conclusion of M am?.st?'.ce, Communist pro;mgar~dn, 
orzanr, f n i l  t o  exploi t  this propaganda subject whlch has 1np.licat;ion.s COE- 
cei.-ning the outcome of the negotiations. 

In  surii, the  disposi t ion af tLc general grogagand.a !.nciic&tci*s in  Cormunj.c:t 
coinmelit. goiiits t o  d.im!.nishecl cor8Xence on the part  cjf the Cmirnixi~sLs i n  
the  kimiiit:nl; conclusion of a t ruce,  however, there  is a l so  s u g p r t x d  scr ious 
condern over the resolving of the prisoner issue and azz intent ion t o  
colltililh? the  present hargalaing. 

Two Issues : 
~ ~ i ~ a p p e G E T T T l r ~ n u t e - a T T G T  EZcTGsTZely with Pekins. Pyongyarig 
o t  the mocsnl; i s  modeling i t s  comiwni; ox the ?eking J.inc, while b1ost:ow con- 
t inues t o  avoid thc  subject of thc  nqpbia t ions .  
down i n t o  two mjoi. ~i*eas oi" ccnccrn: the nuinber of Ciiinese m d  Korean 
prisoners t o  be repatziated,  and the  implications of r.;il.itmy pmssurc on 
the  outcome of the  mcc.tin(i;s. >:he res:idual Imprtct of the p r o p y y d n  is t h a t :  
(:L) the  nmber of PO\?s t o  'be repatr ia ted must comc: c!.osc-r t o  du,O(?O than t o  
83,000 and t h a t  a l l  o r  n o s t  of the Chinese prisoncrs nust be includcd J,n 
the  f fgUiY; ( 2 )  the policy of al:pI.;-ing mi l i ta ry  pressure against  the  Comn~u- 
n i s t s  i s  provocative, frought with dangerous implications f o r  the nogotiations,  
arid i n  oily event, ES ?mffectj .ve as similar crud? attempts of thii! past .  

This o,voj.dancu a l so  sucG.ests 
Tklis, 

Repatriation FFguye; Mili.tary Presstire: Coraent on the  armist ice  

Topically, the  coxticnt bpxiks 

U.N. Refused t o  Negotiate: 
e x e c u t j . v e Y e m n  rzfuoal of Ir.IJ. delegates t o  negotiate.  I'rominent 

Peking propnganda a t t r iSutes  the fa i lure  of t h e  

i n  most c o m m t  i s  the  c r i t i c i sm that U.N. negotiators r e h t e d  In t h e i r  
prori:ises t o  seek a so lc t ion  which t o  a "reasonable k g r c e  meets t he  require- 
ments of both s ides ."  Specif ical ly ,  it i s  reported that, U.N. proponuls have 
contained the  f igure 63,O@O, of wlii::li 76,500 a re  North Koreans with residence 
i n  Communist-hcld t e r r i t o r y ,  and 6,400 Chincse r isoners .  Basically,  
c r i t i c i sm of t h i s  proposal seems t o  be t h a t :  (lf it is bascd on the  unaccept- 
able 76,000 f igurs ,  r a the r . t han  a f igure approaching 116,000; ( 2 )  the  failure 
t o  include al.1 Chinese prisoners i n  a jrj.olation of tile Geneva Conventions, 
DuYing the  past few days the nuxlbcr of prisoners is ciiscussed i n  terms of 
percentages. Crit icism of thc  U.N. proposal  now center6 on t h e  charge t h a t  
the proposed 83,000 figure includes but 80 percent of' -the. U..N.-held Korean 
prisoners wno reside i n  FJorth Korea and only 32 pmccnt of t he  Chinese 
prisoners. And broadcasts asser t  t h a t  even the "percentage r a t io"  i s  in -  
cons is  t ent . 
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(which- the Con!mlirlists ilemmd) t o  e f f ec t  a tlrealis.t!.ctl repatr ia t ion f igure 
t h a t  approachcs i16, !XU. 
nunlbsr of prisoners enii 9whr of ChLnese prhoners  rcspcctive2.y tha$ the 
U,N, i s  charzed with detaining, and iffilch a x ?  "osed on %lie 170,OCC) f i g u ~ e )  
s t i l l  appear frequzfitlv i n  cormxlt, xh i le  the 96,OCjO B:or':h Korean end 20, Ci3G 
Chinezc component figures of the 13.6, COO &minded by .the Coiiimiu;is.ts are  more 
rara.  This ~1l.a~- v i t h  fig!ires i n  Goriuunist propga~ida C D r i t h u n s  t o  SuCgcnt 
t h a t  a t o h l  repetria. t lon figure i n  the neishbmhooc! of 100, COO, icclixiing 
approxim3Lely 13,000.Chinese may be concaivod of  by the Co::ununis.ts as a c3m- 
promisz €i@i-e. 

p i i l i t a r s  k w s u r e  FYesents a P r o b j h g . 2 f . a :  
barg&iiiin,p an the PGV questitin, . the Communisfa are  evtdencing great  oonrern with 
reccrit U.N. a-Ltempts t o  app1.y r:iili'tary presscre i n  oi-?.er t o  &xed up tile p ~ o -  
gress of the ce3oti.ations. 
it be a ba t t l e  report ,  a3rocity s+ary, 31' discussicn cf  the truce ta lks ,  
al ludes t o  the provocative ac t iom t.alten tj ';he UoN. Comiand ficsigned tc  "-In- 
timidate" the Communists a t  Panmungou, 
face is e:qrcs&zci i n  -%eIr annoyance t h a t  iimei'icans couple stnternenfs 
about cn hmineut ?ewe i n  Korea v i t h  the conterit<on tha t  the Comiunists 
want pzace because they 3re sulfei5r.g such hea:q hlovs. 
;-eactions t o  U.N. mil i ta ry  pressures have evolved to e poirit idiere London 
DAILY EORiQ3 coi*respondent ldaii Wcnington EOW cieclares tha t  predictions of 
imminxt peaice t n  Kcrea which a m  preciicates cn the assumption t h a t  mi l i ta ry  
pressure T j i l l  COY the Cornmunists are Cesigned t o  dupe those witn s h w t  
memories. F!innin$on asser t& tha t  the i"tri:ericar,s liam d:.ivcn -the t a l k s  iJlto 
the  most serious c r i s i s  since t h e i r  inception. 

Another na t t e r  of face confrontin,? the Comunists ,agpesrs t o  be tke possible 
disposit ion of r.on-repat?iated Cormu:iist p r i smers  t o  Syngmnen Rheo and Chiang 
Kai-shek forces. 
PO!:is in to  ROK and Nationalist  forces, asser t s  that .such an action is obviotisly 
i n  contrarention of the principle- of allovring Frisczers t o  re turn home acd 
l i v e  i n  peace. 
progagende. deriving from a s i tua t ion  ahere t h e i r  former troops svritched 
allegiance t o  e n l i s t  i n  the enemy's rad,:s rather  than wit21 the danger re- 
su l t ing  from the aotual manpower addittor, to.enamy' forces. 
allowing prisoners t o  re turn  horn? a i d  l i v e  i n  peaco i n  t h i s  context might 
indicate a desire for  U.N. assurance tha t  ?OYk w i l l  not be given t O  the ranlts 
of Rhee and Chiang Kai-she!{, 

In sun, comment on the current developments i n  t3e negotia%ions seems t o  I 

indicate t h a t  the Conununists are  vreizhing +he problems of compromise on POW 
figures  against  8 loss of face which would surely be connected with U.N. 
mil i ta ry  pressme GS well as the eppearonce of another ani;i-Corr,raunist propa- 
g4nda force i n  Asia--r-,on-repatriated Conmulist prisoners. 

The figures cf 150, rJi)fi and 1.5,001) (t!ie t o t a l  

In addltion to +he actual. 

biearly every cmmntary on the Korcan war, rhether 

That t3is concern is a aa"cter- or" saving 

The sens i t ive  

Peking, i n  charging U.S. intenticns of forcing retained 

The Cornmists may be mGre concerned over potent5al adverse 
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, The reference t o  
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